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Flowers are a large part of my life during the spring-

time.  It takes time to care for them.  They need 

watered, deadheaded, pruned, fertilized, etc.   The 

more time you spend around plants the more you 

can learn about them.  You learn to recognize them 

by sight.  You learn which ones need lots of water 

and which ones don’t.  You learn which flowers need 

lots of fertilizer and which ones don’t.   And the list 

goes on and on. 

God created flowers with a large variety of traits.  

Gerbera daisies and osteopermums , with their daisy 

like blooms, need fertilizer every week.  If they get 

it they put out gorgeous blooms continuously 

throughout the season.  Hybrid impatiens (I call 

them drama queens) act like 

they are dead if the tempera-

ture changes too quickly or if 

they get a little bit dry, but 

as soon as they get a little 

water or a steady tempera-

ture they perk back up like 

nothing ever happened.  Some flowers die if they 

get too much water and others if they don’t get 

enough and some flowers won’t die even if you are 

trying to kill them off.  I had a tomato plant in the 

garage one year I had forgotten that I had put there.  

Weeks later it produced a small tomato.  This is 

without hardly any sunlight and no watering.  It was 

amazing.   Plants are fascinating to me and I could 

go on and on about things I have learned about 

plants, but that isn’t the point I am trying to make. 

The point is that God has created His people with a 

large variety of traits, as well.  Some of us are like 

the gerbera daisies and need constant encourage-

ment.  For others, life is a dramatic roller coaster of 

ups and downs.  Some of us will grow with lots of 

water and others of us need to drink only occasion-

ally and take it in slowly.  Some people spread 

themselves into many areas of the church, like a 

sweet potato vine or a wave petunia grows, while 

others focus intently on one area like hens and 

chicks.  Some of us need to be pruned back often, 

like a delphinium so it can bloom more times in a 

season, while others need pruned less often.   Once 

again, the list can go on 

and on. 

Bottom line is that God 

made us all different.  

Just like God created a 

special place for each 

flower to do its best, He has made a unique place 

for each of His people.  God has His reasons for do-

ing this.  God always does good work.  We shouldn’t 

question why we don’t function in the same way 

other people do and we definitely shouldn’t ques-

tion why other people don’t do things the way we 

do.  God, Himself, said in Genesis, after He created 

man, that it was very good.  Who are we to dis-

agree? 

I have been struggling lately.  Part of this is lack of 

sleep and I know better.  But the other part is that I 

keep trying to compare myself to others and it just 

doesn’t work.  No one else is me.  What if I can’t do 

as much as someone else?   What if I can’t do things 

as well as someone else?   What if someone doesn’t 

like what I do or don’t do in my life?  God has a spe-

cial plan for me.  He is my gardener.  He knows how 

I need to be pruned, fertilized, watered, etc.  My 

garden will abound if I let Him lead.  If I try to make 

my garden look like someone else’s garden it might 

be okay, but it won’t abound.  Okay isn’t good 

enough.  It isn’t God’s plan.   One of my favorite bi-

ble passages is Isaiah 58:6-12.  These verses talk 

about following God’s lead in our life.  Verse 11 goes 

like this, “The Lord will guide you continually and 

provide for you, even in parched places.  He will 

rescue your bones.  You will be like a watered gar-

den, like a spring of water that won’t 

run dry.”  This is what I want my gar-

den to be.  This is what I want your 

garden to be. 

Let’s encourage each other to pursue 

God’s unique plan for each one of us.  

Let’s not focus on the differences in our ministries.  

Let’s focus on helping each other to always be fol-

lowing God’s leading.   Let’s join together and plant 

the Word of God in our gardens.  (James 1:21b)  

Then each of our gardens will abound as God in-



What’s Happening  

Page 3 Volume XXI, Issue 6 

Well it’s another beautiful day in Iowa.  The week-
end was eventful with the IMS graduation and with 
the installation of Jeff Miller as Interim Associate 
Pastor.  Jeff will assist Scott as we go through this 
time of transition here at KMC.  Welcome Jeff.  Now 

for more KMC news….. 

     MDS (Mennonite Disaster Service) recently re-
sponded to the Wayland, Iowa tornado.  Thank good-
ness there were no deaths or injuries; however it did 
tear up about a dozen farmsteads.  What a mess!  
Quite a number of KMCer’s responded by traveling 
to the Wayland area to help clean up the next day.  
Some of those in attendance were: Cal H, Grant E, 
Wilbur M, Ez & John S, Calvin Y, Jacob L, Doug S, 
Joel S, Carol & Ed V, Gayle G, & Larry P, to name a 
few!  There was plenty of opportunity to pick up the 
pieces.  And all the 
owners were very 

grateful for the help. 

     The Venture Girls 
recently sponsored a 
baby shower for MCC 
(Mennonite Central 
Committee).  Each 
person was to bring a 
sleeper or sleepers. 
Forty-four women and children participated and 84 
newborn kits were prepared and sent to MCC.  Good 

job, Venture Girls! 

     Nicole Murray representing Mid-Prairie High 
School received an “outstanding academic achieve-
ment” award from Governor Terry Branstad.  Nicole 
along with over 400 statewide students attended the 
ceremony in Des Moines.  Some of Nicole’s family 
went along for the day trip: Bill & Beth Fiordelise, 
Brad & Debbie Murray, and Gayle Garner.  There is a 
picture & article 
in the Wellman 
Advance.  Good 

job, Nicole. 

     Tim & Jhorna 
Hochstedler re-
ceived a new ad-
dition to their 
family out in Port-
land, Oregon.  
Naden Henry is his name and he weighed 7# 10 oz.  
The proud sister is Jameela and she is 2 years old.  

Cal & Shirley will be flying out to Portland in June to 

meet their new grandson.  Congratulations! 

     There was an all-church ladies fellowship on May 
14th.  Amanda Beachy spoke & music was provided 
by the Lehman/Schrock violinists.  There were 
plenty of salads & desserts on each one’s own 
(china).  Amanda told about her early desire to be a 
fashion designer.  And now here she is a pastor at 
Washington Mennonite Church.  She talked about 
“clothing” ourselves with compassion and love.  So 
apparently the two do “fit” together!  Oh yes, there 

were 65 women 
& girls in atten-
dance and they 
all had a fine 

time. 

     Nick 
Stoddard, who attended KMC during his Jr. High & 
IMS years, graduated from Eastern Mennonite Semi-
nary this spring.  We remember Nick as a bright 
young fellow with the desire to serve the Lord.  Now 
he & his wife Erica have accepted the pastorate at 
Salem Mennonite Church in Freeman, South Dakota.  
Erica is the daughter of Tim & Carol Detweiler.  Tim 
is our conference minister.  It’s always inspiring to 
hear about KMC young people out serving in the 

church. 

     I called Jack Seward up the other day and he was 
“gardening.”  He was out “planting” campaign signs 
in yards over by Wellman.  Jack is running for Wash-
ington County Supervisor in District 1.  Good Luck, 

Jack. 

     Well it’s that time of 
the year when Vacation 
Bible School becomes high 
priority.  The kids will be 
excited and ready to come 
and have a good time.  
Pray for the teachers, kids 
and all the staff.  See ya 

at VBS! 

 

 

Blessings to all,   Ed V. & Carol Miller 
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When Kenny and Aline Schipper moved to Kalona in 
1999 they were introduced to Mennonite Central 
Committee for the first time.  Being both service 
oriented and mission minded, Aline soon became 
involved in making 
baby kits for MCC.  
Over the years she has 
fre- quented ga-
rage sales and 
thrift stores, 
combed the bargain 
bins in fabric shops, 
and was always on the 
lookout for flannel for blankets and muslin for dia-
pers, sleepers and onesies.  Soon many friends were 
also watching for “cast-offs” in their employment 
that were remade into many usable items for mis-
sions.  Things accumulated in Alines basement and 
her sewing machine is in use many hours of each 

day. 

     Recently Aline and Miriam Nisly, leaders of Ven-
ture Girls, came up 
with another good idea: 
a Baby Shower for MCC.  
Aline and the Venture 
Girls invited the women 
of the church to bring a 
baby sleeper.  On arri-
val, the women put 
their own names on the 
sleeper, hung them on 
a clothesline and had a 

seat at a table.  There were also tables set in a U 
shape, loaded with baby kit items, including stacks 
of flannel baby blankets, caps and diapers sewed by 
Aline,  socks, soap and diaper pins.  The guests were 
given instructions to find the sleeper they brought, 
and “shop” at the tables, adding items to complete 
a kit.  The items were then wrapped in the blanket 
and secured 
with diaper 

pins. 

     After much 
laughter and 
fun, 84 kits 
were made to 
be delivered to 
MCC for distri-
bution in other 

countries.  The kits were 
piled on tables and the 
women gathered around, 
laying hands on them as 
they prayed prayers of dedi-
cation and blessings on the 
babies and mothers who will 

receive them. 

     The Venture girls helped pre-
pare and serve refreshments.  
Thank you, girls and Aline, for 
helping us reach out to others in 

this way. 

After much laughter and fun, 84 kits 

were made to be delivered to MCC for 

distribution in other countries.   
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When several women decided it was time to have a 
special dinner for all the ladies at KMC, it didn’t 
take long to get it on the calendar.  Sixty five 
women gathered bringing wonderful salads and des-
serts from their kitchens to share with each other.  
Each woman also brought her own china to eat from.  
It was fun seeing the different patterns at each 
place setting.  The tables were decorated with 
beautiful spring flower centerpieces and spring col-

ored napkins. 

     After good con-
versation and a 
wonderful dinner, 
we gathered in the 
sanctuary for a 
short program.  
Lovely music was 
provided by Emily 

and Karlee Lehman 
and Summer and 
Joya Schrock.  
(Thank you, girls, it 
was beautiful!)  
Amanda Beachy, for-
merly from KMC but 
now a licensed pas-
tor at Washington 
Mennonite, gave us 
much food for 

thought.  She told 
about her years 
growing up when 
she dreamed of be-
ing a fashion de-
signer, filling pages 
and pages of note-
books with her 
drawings.  All the 
while, some of 
those drawings 
were projected on 
the overhead 
screen.  Although the Lord had other plans for her, 
she found that the Scriptures have a lot to say about 
clothing, from Adam and Eve who made clothing out 
of fig leaves, (perhaps the first fashion designers?) 
to Josephs beautiful coat of many colors.  Colossians 
3:12  says,  “Therefore, as God’s chosen people, 

holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with com-
passion, kindness, humility, gentleness and pa-

tience.”  
     Thank you, Amanda, for sharing such very good 
insights with us.  And thank you to the ladies who 

planned such a wonderful evening! 

Sixty five women gathered bringing 

wonderful salads and desserts from 

their kitchens to share with each 

other.   

Women’s Luncheon, 2012 
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Our Vision is to be a life-giving 
church: Presenting the life-giving 

message of Jesus Christ as Lord 

 and Savior to the people of the Ka-
lona area and the world, challenging 

them to accept Christ,  

worship Him, and serve Him. 

 

 

Our Mission is to fulfill the Great 
Commission: Leading people to 

Christ; discipling them in the faith; 
equipping them to witness; and 

sending them out to serve. 
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Articles for the Mustard Seed may be 
submitted to Shirley Hochstedler at 
shirleyh@kctc.net or placed in the 

Mustard Seed mailbox.  

Tips For Strengthening Our Relationship With God  

We are on the web: 

kalonamennonitechurch.com  

 

If you find yourself having 

trouble grasping a passage in 

the Bible, read it aloud. 

Sometimes using the ability 

to speak and hear in addition 

to reading helps.  

 

Life is busy. Download songs 

of praise, sermons, devo-

tionals, etc. and listen as 

you do everyday chores.  


